The Hamersley Basin mining area lies in the Pilbara region

of north-west Western Australia, 1,100 km north of Perth.
A Chinese company, the China Metallurgical Import &
Export Company, has a 40 per cent holding in one of the
five major producing mines in the area, the iron ore mine

located at Mount Channar. Pictured here is the Australian

Prime Minister, Bob Hawke (right), with the Chinese Party

Secretary, Hu Yaobang, on Mount Channar during Hu's

visit to Western Australia, April 1985.
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